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Agenda
• Welcome 

• Kansas FAFSA Profile

• 2025-2026 FAFSA Progress Update

• FAFSA Terminology

• Dependency Status Questions

• Types of Aid

• FAFSA Resources

• FAFSA Completion Challenge



Kansas FAFSA Profile



2025-2026 FAFSA Progress Update
•Ensuring the form functions as intended when launched.

•Increasing transparency.
•Consistent meetings and updates with state leadership, higher ed institutions, etc

•Improving resources for students and families to assist them in navigating the form.

•Providing additional resources to counselors, institutions, states, and other critical partners.

•Ensuring the call center has sufficient capacity to handle outreach from and provide accurate information to 
students and families.

•Improving the user experience for students and families.

•Providing additional outreach and support for students and families.



FAFSA Terminology
FAFSA: Free Application for Federal Student Aid

Student Aid Index (SAI): Calculated based on the information provided on the FAFSA; Used to determine if a student is 
eligible for a Pell grant/other grants that require financial need

Financial Need: COA – SAI = Financial Need

Enrollment Intensity: How many credit hours the student is enrolled in
Full-Time: Typically 12 or more credit hours
Part Time: Typically less than 12 credit hours

Cost of Attendance (COA): An estimated budget of how much it costs a student to attend a college
Limits how much they can get in aid
Includes tuition, fees, housing, food, books/supplies, personal and transportation expenses

Dependent Student: Required to put parent info on their FAFSA
Has nothing to do with being a dependent on parent taxes
Parent is unwilling to put info on FAFSA = unsubsidized loan only

Independent Student: Does not include parent info on the FAFSA
Has nothing to do with being a dependent on parent taxes



Dependency Status Questions
• 24 years old and up
• Graduate Student
• Veteran/Active-duty military
• Married
• Children or other dependents
• Both parents deceased

• Foster care after age 13

• Dependent/Ward of the court after age 13

• Emancipated Minor

• Legal Guardianship

• Homelessness or at risk of being homeless

• Unusual circumstances

If a student cannot answer yes to any of these questions, they must report parent info on the FAFSA.

Financial Aid Eligibility: https://studentaid.gov/understand-aid/eligibility/requirements



Types of Aid
• Grants

• Pell/Federal
• State
• Institutional

• Scholarships
• Institutional
• State

• https://www.kansasregents.org/studen
ts/student_financial_aid

• Outside/Private:
• https://kansasstatetreasurer.com/schol

arshop.html 

• Work Study
• Federal
• State – KS 4-year public universities

• Loans
• Federal

• Subsidized Direct Loan
• Unsubsidized Direct Loan
• Parent PLUS
• Graduate PLUS

• Private

https://www.kansasregents.org/students/student_financial_aid
https://www.kansasregents.org/students/student_financial_aid
https://kansasstatetreasurer.com/scholarshop.html
https://kansasstatetreasurer.com/scholarshop.html


FAFSA Resources
• FAFSA Data Access

• FAFSA Priority Deadlines:
• Kansas: April 1st 
• Check with each institution until this page it updated: https://kasfaa.org/financial_aid_costs_tuitio.php 

• KASFAA: FAFSA walk-through recording and webinars to support Counselors
• https://kasfaa.org/counselor_training.php

• NCAN: Step-by-step resources, slides to use for events, checklist, FAFSA simulation (prototype), FAQs, etc
• https://www.ncan.org/page/fafsa 

• FSA Financial Aid Toolkit: Tips and resources for hosting an event, resource library with various content, etc
• https://financialaidtoolkit.ed.gov/tk/ 
• https://fsapartners.ed.gov/knowledge-center/library/electronic-announcements/2024-10-30/resources-assist-

preparation-2025-26-fafsa-cycle 

• FSA publications: fact sheets in English and Spanish, online tools, etc
• https://studentaid.gov/resources 

• Request an Interpreter
• https://studentaid.gov/apply-for-aid/fafsa/filling-out/request-interpreter 

https://www.kansasregents.org/students/fafsa-resources
https://kasfaa.org/financial_aid_costs_tuitio.php
https://kasfaa.org/counselor_training.php
https://www.ncan.org/page/fafsa
https://financialaidtoolkit.ed.gov/tk/
https://fsapartners.ed.gov/knowledge-center/library/electronic-announcements/2024-10-30/resources-assist-preparation-2025-26-fafsa-cycle
https://fsapartners.ed.gov/knowledge-center/library/electronic-announcements/2024-10-30/resources-assist-preparation-2025-26-fafsa-cycle
https://studentaid.gov/resources
https://studentaid.gov/apply-for-aid/fafsa/filling-out/request-interpreter


FAFSA Completion Challenge
• Our goal is for all Kansas high schools to move toward a FAFSA completion rate of 70% FAFSA Completion

•In 2024, 18 high schools were recognized for 70% FAFSA Completions

• In 2023, there were 96 Kansas High Schools with a FAFSA Completion percentage above 60%.

• FAFSA Challenge Structure: 
•The Kansas FAFSA Challenge will be active from October 1, or when the FAFSA opens, until June 30 each year.  
•We use senior class size data as reported to KSDE, and the FAFSA completion numbers for this year as reported 
by FAFSA state-wide data.  
•The winning schools will be announced and recognized annually by both the Kansas Board of Regents and the Kansas 
State Board of Education.

• Kansas FAFSA Tracker
• Your school’s FAFSA Completion Rate and comparison to prior cycle
• https://kansas.fafsatracker.com/ 

https://kansasregents.org/students/fafsa-challenge
https://kansasregents.org/resources/2023_HS_FAFSA_above_60_Percent.pdf
https://studentaid.gov/sites/default/files/fsawg/datacenter/library/fafsabyhs/KS.xls
https://kansas.fafsatracker.com/


Questions?
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