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Kansas Free Application Days
• The pilot initiative, modeled after Colorado’s Free Application Days, was 

proposed to the Board in July 2023. The Free Application Days have been 
offered on: November 7–9, 2023; October 7–9, 2024; and October 6–8, 
2025.

• During these three days, any Kansas resident, regardless of age or income 
can apply for free at any of our 7 public universities, 19 community 
colleges, 6 technical colleges, and the 21 private member institutions of 
the Kansas Independent College AssociaƟon (KICA).  

• Eligible programs include general applications, certificate programs, 
associate degree programs, and bachelor degree programs. (Graduate 
programs or other mid-degree applications do not qualify.)  

• Application fee waivers for financial hardship are available year-round 
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Additional Information and Resources
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National Free Application Initiatives
Year Around2 MonthsMonth2 WeeksWeek3 days

ConnecticutDelawareGeorgiaArkansasAlabamaColorado

UtahIdaho (8 mo.)MichiganMontanaIndianaKansas

North DakotaMinnesotaNew YorkIowa

South DakotaNew MexicoNorth Carolina

TennesseeRhode Island

Texas

Virginia

4



National Free Application Initiatives
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Application Fees
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Applying to community colleges is free year around. 

ApplicaƟon Fee Technical Colleges 

$0 Flint Hills Technical College 

$40 ManhaƩan Area Technical College 

$50 Fort Hays Tech - North Central 

$0 Fort Hays Tech - Northwest 

$0 Salina Area Technical College 

$0 Washburn Tech 

$0 WSU Tech 

ApplicaƟon Fee Public 4-year insƟtuƟons 

$0 Emporia State University 

$30 Fort Hays State University 

$40 Kansas State University 

$0 PiƩsburg State University 

$40 University of Kansas 

$40 Wichita State University 

ApplicaƟon Fee Municipal University 

$0 Washburn University 



Data Collection
• Apply Free Days (AFD) yield data collecƟon:  

• Aggregate Collection: AFD application activity from November 7-9, 2023, and 
October 7-9, 2024, as well as aggregate application, admission, and enrollment 
data for the calendar year terms (SP24, SU24, FA24). Yield data was reported by 
each institution, by term, just as the institutions can calculate in-house.  

• Unit record collection through KHEDS: The KHEDS AY student-level collection will 
include applicaƟons from AFD 2023 and enrollments. 
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Enrollment Terms for AFD 2023 Applicants
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Source: KHEDS Academic Year Collection

Academic Year 20252023

January – May 2025August – December 2024June/July 2024DecemberNovember

AFD 2023

Summer 2024

Fall 2024

Spring 2025



Dollars Saved by Students/Families

9

Source: KHEDS Academic Year Collection

2023 Total Amount Saved by Kansas 
Students/Families

$284,985State Universities

-Municipal University

-Community College

$11,310Technical Colleges

$296,295Total



Multiple Applications
AY 2025 Enrollment Terms
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Source: KHEDS Academic Year Collection

Excluding Apply Free DaysDuring Apply Free Days

%#%#

89.6%110,66175.8%6,3031 application

8.6%10,66214.8%1,2302 applications

1.4%1,7435.9%4933 applications

0.3%3782.4%2034 applications

0.1%1201.1%915 or more applications



Yield Data – AY 2025 Enrollment Terms
All Applications
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Source: KHEDS Academic Year Collection

Yield %# Enrolled# Admitted# Applications

37.9%26,34069,49478,060State Universities

57.7%2,3294,0384,038Municipal University

40.4%23,30257,67859,707Community College

60.6%4,9668,1889,107Technical Colleges

40.8%56,937139,398150,912Total



Yield Data – AY 2025 Enrollment Terms
AFD Applications
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Source: KHEDS Academic Year Collection

Yield %# Enrolled# Admitted# Applications

28.0%2,4958,9219,585State Universities

59.8%110184184Municipal University

37.1%4971,3401,421Community College

56.0%177316356Technical Colleges

30.5%3,27910,76111,546Total



Yield Data – AY 2025
Excluding AFD Applications
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Source: KHEDS Academic Year Collection

Yield %# Enrolled# Admitted# Applications

39.4%23,85460,57368,475State Universities

57.5%2,2193,8543,854Municipal University

40.5%22,80556,33858,286Community College

60.8%4,7897,8728,751Technical Colleges

41.7%53,658128,637139,366Total



Yield Data – AY 2025 Enrollments
Summary of All Yield Data
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Source: KHEDS Academic Year Collection

Overall YieldYield Excluding AFDAFD Yield

37.9%39.4%28%State Universities

57.7%57.6%59.8%Municipal University

40.4%40.5%37.1%Community College

60.6%60.8%56%Technical Colleges

40.8%41.7%30.5%Total



Yield Data – AY 2025 Enrollments
Yield by Age
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Source: KHEDS Academic Year Collection

Overall YieldExcluding AFD ApplicationsAFD Applications

70.2%71.4%43.9%Age < 18

34.1%35.4%25.2%Age 18-19

52.4%52.1%59.3%Age 20-24

40.7%40.6%46.7%Age 25+ and Unknown



Yield Data – AY 2025 Enrollments
Yield by First Generation Status
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Source: KHEDS Academic Year Collection

Overall YieldExcluding AFD ApplicationsAFD Applications

39.8%40.4%32.8%First Generation

41.3%42.3%29.6%Non-First Generation



Yield Data – AY 2025 Enrollments
Yield by Population
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Source: KHEDS Academic Year Collection

Overall YieldExcluding AFD 
Applications

AFD Applications

32.0%32.3%23.2%Black or African American

38.3%39.1%29.9%Hispanic

42.0%43%32.3%White

44.4%45.4%24.5%Others



Counseling Staff & Student Perspectives

• 10% of students applied who initially had no plans to apply to college.
• Top barriers: not knowing where to start (35%), cost of fees (30%), 

affording college (23%)
• Campaign framed as low-risk, providing guardrails for students
• Counselors recommended extending to one week, citing that a 

defined timeframe builds urgency, visibility, and consistency. This 
would allow them to reach more students. 

• “Apply Kansas has allowed me to be quick on answering their 
questions and knowing the answers.”
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Source: Knox, Mistie. (2025). Free Application Campaigns as Policy Interventions: A Case Study of Kansas Free Application Days. [Unpublished doctoral dissertation]. 
Kansas State University.  



Future Recommendations

• Extend Kansas Free Application Days to a one-week campaign to allow 
larger schools adequate time to support all students while 
maintaining statewide consistency and visibility.

• Sustain the Apply Kansas and All-Star High School initiatives to 
reinforce consistent postsecondary planning timelines.

• Continue partnering with high schools to strengthen awareness 
and supports for students and families during the week.

• Provide ongoing resources and counselor training to ensure 
equitable implementation across rural, suburban, and urban 
schools.
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