
FAFSA Changes
What you need to know about the 2024-2025 FAFSA
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• The FAFSA Simplification Act was ratified in August 2022, 
with the intent to streamline the FAFSA application process. 

• It specified three goals: 

A Better FAFSA

1. Expanded Eligibility for Federal financial aid

2. Reduced Barriers for certain student 
populations

3. A Better User Experience for the FAFSA form
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A Better FAFSA
• Simplified Form
• Reduced number of questions
• Roll based form

• Students first, which triggers 
invite to parents (“contributors”)

Remember:
The “experts” in our institutions’ financial aid offices will help you and your families navigate 
concerns & exceptions with this new process!

For most students, the FAFSA is all new to them. Explaining the changes to families and 
students might not be that critical.

• Tax information is electronically 
transferred from IRS to FAFSA 
for all “contributors”

• Form opens Mid-Late Dec. 2023
• Specific Date not yet available
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• Everyone (students & contributors) need an electronic FSA-ID

• Signature page is going away

• Students/contributors without a SSN will be able to create 
a FSA ID

• Students who aren’t eligible for federal aid still shouldn’t file a FAFSA, but this 
will help parents who are undocumented or living abroad

• This feature will open with the new FAFSA application – It is NOT available 
now

FSA ID  Something to do NOW!



FSA ID – Account Creation
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https://studentaid.gov/fsa-id/create-account/launch

What is needed? Cell phone number and/or email 
address.
Account will require a verifiable email address.

IMPORTANT Students should NOT use 
high-
school email address. Cont
ributors should NOT use 
work email address.

Account with SSN will be verified through 
Social Security Administration.

https://studentaid.gov/fsa-id/create-account/launch


FSA ID – No SSN

REMINDER: This feature will open with the 
new FAFSA application – It is NOT 
available now

What will this process look like?
• Must check "I don't have a Social Security Number" 

box

• Answer a series of knowledge-based identity 
questions

• If user passes the knowledge-based process, 
account is created and able to use immediately
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FSA ID - No SSN 
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If user fails knowledge-
based questions, online 
process stops. Users must 
contact FSAIC. 



FSA ID - No SSN 
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FAFSA - Documents Needed

• Tax returns 
• Information on IRA rollovers, Pension rollovers, amount of College grants, scholarships, AmeriCorps 

benefits reported as income)

• Records of child support received
• Amount of child support the parent received for the last complete calendar year.

• Current balances of cash, savings, and checking accounts
• Don't include student aid

• Net worth of investments, businesses, and farms
• Net worth is the value of the investments minus any debts owed against them.
• Net worth of businesses or for-profit agricultural operations. Net worth is the value of the 

businesses or farms minus any debts owed against them.

Entire application will take about 1 hour
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FAFSA - Student Onboarding Video
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https://youtu.be/emUDDQSFYRI

https://youtu.be/emUDDQSFYRI


FAFSA – Contributors and Consent
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Students are required to 
provide consent and approval to 
be eligible for federal student 
aid

Consent allows for direct 
transfer of IRS tax info to be 
imported into FAFSA



FAFSA – Dependency Status

If student is a dependent but not 
able to provide Parent 
information or If parent is 
unwilling to provide information, 
student is only eligible for 
Unsubsidized loan
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FAFSA – Student Unusual Circumstances
Do unusual circumstances prevent the student from contacting their parents or would contacting their 
parents pose a risk to the student?

If Yes – Provisionally Independent Student 
(must provide financial aid office with documentation)

A student may be experiencing unusual circumstances if they
• left home due to an abusive or threatening environment;
• are abandoned by or estranged from their parents;
• have refugee or asylee status and are separated from their parents, or their parents are displaced in a 

foreign country;
• are a victim of human trafficking;
• are incarcerated, or their parents are incarcerated and contact with the parents would pose a risk to 

the student; or
• are otherwise unable to contact or locate their parents.
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FAFSA – Dependency Status

• If student's parents are not married to each other, & do not live 
together, student must provide parent information of the parent that 
provides more financial support than the other parent.

• If both parents provided an exact amount of financial support or if 
parents do not support the student financially, students must provide 
information on the parent with the greater income of assets on the 
FAFSA.

• If the parent remarried, must also include parent's spouse 
information (parent's spouse will also need FSA ID)
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FAFSA – Parent Contributors
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FAFSA – Parent Contributors con't
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Institution Timelines
The FAFSA is released at the same time for everyone. (Students, 
Colleges, Families…etc).
Here are some things to be aware of:
1. Colleges will have to set up their technical systems to process 

information from the new FAFSA.
2. They will be figuring out the exceptions along with you.
3. Once the FAFSA is released, Institutions will adjust their FAFSA 

deadlines accordingly
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Patience & Grace is the name of the game this year!

Institutions will still be your experts. Financial Aid Packages will be released late.

They will be helping host FAFSA events.  This season will be a mad race from Jan-April

Remember & Remind your families COLLEGES are figuring it all out along side of you!



19

• The Kansas Association of Student Financial Aid 
Administrators has a series of trainings for HS counselors.

• 2023-2024 Training Schedule

KASFAA FAFSA Trainings

Highlights on FAFSA Changes 
Sept 26, 2023  

Special/Unusual Circumstances & 
Professional Judgments

Oct. 17, 2023  
Scholarships

Nov. 7, 2023

Better FAFSA Walk Through 
(step by step walkthrough of screen shots 
with FAFSA application)
Late January 2024

Financial Aid Offers
March 26, 2024 9:30-11:00am

Tentative: December 2023   for  Students/Families & Counselors
“Setting Up An FSA ID/Preparing for the FAFSA”

https://kasfaa.org/counselor_training.php


Kansas State Scholarships

20kansasregents.org/students/student_financial_aid/scholarships_and_grants

FAFSA Required for most Scholarships

Specific Scholarships for Nursing, Teaching, 
after Military Service, Graduate level & Adult 

Learner



Counselor Resources/Toolkits
Financial Aid Bootcamp: Dependent Student 2024-25 Prototype Preview
• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EqpZ45wIzkc

Federal Student Aid
• https://www.youtube.com/@FederalStudentAid

NCAN Better FAFSA Training Toolkit 
• https://www.ncan.org/page/better-FAFSA-training-toolkit

SHEEO
• https://socialpresskit.com/sheeo

All of the FAFSA Resources in this presentation (google doc)
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EqpZ45wIzkc
https://www.youtube.com/@FederalStudentAid
http://%C2%A0https:/www.ncan.org/page/better-FAFSA-training-toolkit
http://%C2%A0https:/www.ncan.org/page/better-FAFSA-training-toolkit
http://%C2%A0https:/www.ncan.org/page/better-FAFSA-training-toolkit
https://socialpresskit.com/sheeo
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1MJGp_AektMoZBYjgyVlZbHqzJbFTFlwjbWPBWxB3haE/edit?usp=sharing


Questions?
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Michele Arellano
Director, Student Financial Assistance

marellano@ksbor.org

Tara Lebar
Associate Director, Academic Affairs

tlebar@ksbor.org

Kansas Student Financial Aid 
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scholars@ksbor.org
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