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Kansas Board of Regents                                                                                                                 March  11, 2026 

   
 

Council of Chief Academic Officers (COCAO) Meeting Minutes 

The meeting was called to order by Chair Brent Thomas 9:12 a.m. on Wednesday, February 11, 2026. The 
meeting was held at the Board office, Curtis State Office Building, 1000 SW Jackson, Ste. 530, Topeka, 
Kansas. Proper notice was given according to the law. 
 
Members Present: 

Jesse Mendez, KSU Barbara Bichelmeyer, KU John Fritch, Washburn 
Brent Thomas, ESU Robert Klein, KUMC Monica Lounsbery, WSU 
Jill Arensdorf, FHSU Susan Bon, PSU Jennifer Bonds-Raacke, KBOR (ex officio) 

 
Approval of Minutes 
Susan Bon moved to approve the minutes from the January 14, 2026, meeting. Jesse Mendez seconded 
the motion, and it carried unanimously.  

Council of Faculty Senate Presidents Update 
Dr. Rochelle Rowley, Emporia State University’s faculty senate president and Council of Faculty Senate 
Presidents (CoFSP) Chair, shared that the Council plans to finalize review of IB scores at their meeting 
today. There have been no suggestions to change cut scores. The Council is also following current 
legislative activities. 
 
Adjournment 
Jesse Mendez moved to adjourn the meeting. Barbara Bichelmeyer seconded the motion, and the 
meeting was adjourned at 9:16 a.m. 
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MEMORANDUM 
TO: Kansas Board of Regents  
FROM: Jesse Perez Mendez, Provost and Executive Vice President 
DATE: February 24, 2026 
RE: Degree Program Name Change Request 

Request Overview 
We are formally requesting a revision to the title of the Master of Science program within 
the Department of Special Education, Counseling, and Student Affairs within the College 
of Education, and a corresponding update to one of its internal subplan tracks. These 
changes are intended to streamline our offerings and accurately reflect the program's 
curriculum following recent structural shifts in our department. 

Proposed Changes 

Feature Current Designation Proposed Designation 

Degree Title M.S. in Counseling and Student
Development 

M.S. in Student Affairs
Administration

SubPlan 
Track Student Affairs Administration Leadership and Evaluation 

Rationale for Program Title Change 
The transition from M.S. in Counseling and Student Development to M.S. in Student 
Affairs Administration is necessitated by a change in the department’s degree 
architecture. 

Historically, the M.S. in Counseling and Student Development served as an umbrella for 
two distinct subplans: School Counseling and College Student Development. However, 
the School Counseling subplan is being phased out of this Master’s framework due to the 
creation of the Education Specialist (Ed.S.) degree. 

As a result, the "Counseling" portion of the title is no longer applicable to the remaining 
curriculum. Re-titling the degree to M.S. in Student Affairs Administration provides: 

• Clarity: It removes potential confusion for prospective students looking for clinical
counseling tracks.

• Accuracy: It reflects that the degree now exclusively serves the "College Student
Development" discipline.
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With the elevation of "Student Affairs Administration" to the overall degree title, the existing 
subplan of the same name requires a more specific designation to differentiate it from the 
broader program. We will be renaming this track to Leadership and Evaluation. This new 
title better describes the specific competency areas students focus on within this track. 
This update ensures that the transcript clearly indicates the student’s specific area of 
expertise without creating redundant nomenclature within the degree title. 

Conclusion 
These administrative updates will improve the program’s marketability and ensure that 
student credentials accurately reflect their field of study and professional specialization. 
We appreciate your consideration of this request. 
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