
Adapting OER
Beyond the Basics – Workshop #2



Code of Conduct
Behavior that is expected and encouraged:

• Be respectful, inclusive, and accepting of others. Actively seek to challenge your personal biases, assumptions, 
and preconceived stereotypes, and approach differences with openness and curiosity.

• Be conscious of how your words and actions (including unintentional ones) might harm others. Take time to 
educate yourself on how to be more inclusive and listen when someone takes the time to educate you.

• Be aware of privilege and power dynamics. If you find you are talking or commenting a lot, consider stepping 
back to leave more space for others. If you share the work or ideas of others, give credit where it is due.

• Be considerate of privacy and personal boundaries. Give others a chance to “opt-in” to personal interactions, and 
respect limits when they are set.

• Be constructive in offering criticism and be gracious in accepting it. Consider “calling in” rather than “calling 
out,” and direct critiques toward ideas rather than people.

Behavior that is strictly prohibited:

• Discrimination, including unfavorable or disparate treatment to others because of any aspect of their identity, 
appearance, or protected class.

• Harassment and harassing behavior, including use of epithets and slurs, derogatory or hostile comments, 
repeated attempts to make contact, or any behavior that interferes with another person’s participation.

• Sexual harassment, including use of sexual images, jokes of a sexual or gendered nature, or any unwelcome 
contact of a sexual nature in any medium.



Session Overview
.

Agenda

• Reasons to adapt

• Evaluation Questions

● Open Licensing

● File Format

• Adaption Questions

● Technology Comfort

● Student Access

● Accessibility

● Attribution

●Open Licensing

● Sharing

As we get started, feel free to 

post your name, position, and 

institution in the chat.



Reasons to Adapt an Open Textbook

1. Correct errors or inaccuracies

2. Update the book with current information

3. Add more media or links to other resources

4. Address diversity needs

5. Meet a cultural, regional, or national preference or information

6. Adjust for a different grade or course level

7. Address a particular teaching style or learning style

8. Make the material more accessible for people with disabilities



Is the content available under a license 
which allows for modification?

Copyright owners' exclusive 
rights:

1. Reproduce(copy)

2. Distribute

3. Publicly perform

4. Publicly display

5. Create derivative works 
(translations, revisions, and 
modifications)

Copyright is automatic and 
requires permission from the 
owner to use.

Fair Use
1. Purpose or character of the 

use

2. Nature of the work

3. Amount of the work

4. Effect on the potential 

market



Is the content available under a license 
which allows for modification?

Creative Commons Licenses - The 
author has flexibility and control of 
how their work will be used. The 
licenses allow

• Reuse

• Revise

• Remix

• Redistribute

• Retain



Is the resource in a file format which allows 
for adaptations, modifications, rearrangements, 
and updates?

• PDF- OCR – Optical Character Recognition- copy/paste

• Pressbooks

• OpenStax

• LMS

• Word – docx or rtf

• Google Docs

Least editable

Most editable

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1CaBmAii8dMa6I-ZolNrSSCNoAiVR3NP0


How comfortable are you with technology? Do you 
have access to software or other help that you may 
need?

• PDF

• Word – docx or rtf

• Google Docs

• LMS software or HTML

• Open Textbook Library

• Merlot Content Builder

• OER Commons Open Author

• Pressbooks- $

• LibreText - $ but state 

subscription

https://open.umn.edu/opentextbooks/textbooks/a-practicum-in-behavioral-economics


Where will your students access your OER and in 
what formats?

Access

• LMS

• LibGuides

• Google Drive

• Bookstore

Formats

• PDF

• Word – docx or rtf

• Google Docs

• HTML

• Print

To best meet your students' needs, provide the textbook in multiple 
formats.



How will you make your OER easily accessible?

• Ensure that digital text is machine-readable

• Tag navigation elements, including headings and subheadings

• Tag and describe images and tables

• Attend Beyond the Basics Workshop #3 - Accessibility



How will you attribute the original OER?

• CC BY makes attribution mandatory.

• Elements: title of work used, author(s), and license type. Links are 

provided for the original work and license type.

• If you make changes, indicate that in the attribution statement.

• Place attribution statements at bottom of each 

chapter under "Attributions".

• Attributions page at the beginning of the textbook.

• Open Attribution Builder

http://www.openwa.org/attrib-builder/


How will you attribute the original OER?

This chapter is an adaptation of Natural Disasters and Human 

Impacts (on Open Geography Education) by R. Adam Dastrup and 

Maura Hahnenberger, and is used under a CC BY-SA 

4.0 International license.

This chapter contains material from the BCcampus Open Education 

Adaptation Guide by BCcampus and is used under a CC BY 4.0 International 

License. Download this book for free at http://open.bccampus.ca.

https://web.archive.org/web/20170525041506/http:/www.opengeography.org/natural-disasters.html
https://web.archive.org/web/20170525041506/http:/www.opengeography.org/natural-disasters.html
http://www.opengeography.org/
http://www.opengeography.org/natural-disasters.html
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/
https://opentextbc.ca/adaptopentextbook/
https://opentextbc.ca/adaptopentextbook/
https://bccampus.ca/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
http://open.bccampus.ca/


What Creative Commons license should you use?

• Respect the license of the original work.

• Only attach another open license to work that you have created.

• Creative Commons – Choose a License Tool

https://chooser-beta.creativecommons.org/


Do you plan to share your adapted textbook 
only with students or a wider audience?

• Canvas Commons

• LibGuides

• Google Drive

• Pressbooks

• LibreText

• Merlot

• OER Commons

• Open Textbook Library

• Institution Repository - Prairie Press, 

K-State



Attributions

This presentation has been adapted from the following materials:

• "Adaptation Guide" by Lauri M. Aesoph, BCcampus is licensed under CC BY 4.0

• "Creating and Modifying Open Educational Resources" by Affordable Learning 

Georgia is licensed under CC BY 4.0

• "Faculty OER Toolkit" by Shannon Moist, BCcampus is licensed under CC BY 4.0

• "Modifying an Open Textbook: What You Need to Know" by Cheryl Cuillier; Amy 

Hofer; Annie Johnson; Kathleen Labadorf; Peter Potter; Richard Saunders; and 

Anita Walz, Open Education Network is licensed under CC BY 4.0

https://opentextbc.ca/adaptopentextbook/
https://bccampus.ca/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0
https://www.affordablelearninggeorgia.org/resources/training-modules/module-1-introduction2
https://www.affordablelearninggeorgia.org/
https://www.affordablelearninggeorgia.org/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0
https://pressbooks.bccampus.ca/facultyoertoolkit/
https://bccampus.ca/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0
https://pressbooks.pub/oenmodify/
https://open.umn.edu/oen
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0


Questions?

Judy Bastin

Director of Butler Libraries & Archives

316.322.3235

jbastin@butlercc.edu
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